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T h e  G r e a t  W a r  i n  M u s e u m s
The  First  World  War  was  fol lowed  by

massive  military  demobil ization ,  which

brought  mill ions  of  soldiers  back  to

civi l ian  l i fe .  The  return  to  everyday  l i fe

took  much  longer  than  the

demobil ization  of  the  armed  forces :

the  ways  in  which  States  dealt  with

the  trauma  of  death  and  remembrance

reveal  a  slow  exit  from  the  state  of

mental  mobil ization  imposed  by  the

war .  The  traces  of  the  confl ict

remained  in  the  landscape ,  in  the

injured ,  in  the  mutilated ,  in  the  public

and  private  conscience  for  decades .

These  aspects  are  widely  investigated

by  historiography .  However ,  the  longue

durée  of  the  war  culture  in  the  public

discourse  and  in  the  narrative  of  the

war  that  developed  in  the  20s  and  30s

is  sti l l  under  researched .  At  the  end  of

the  confl ict  there  is  evidence  of  a

cultural  re-mobil ization ,  which

contrasts  with  the  demobil ization  of

former  combatants .  

Museums  are  part  of  this  process ,

which  mixes  remembrance  and  the

need  to  give  meaning  to  a  periodizing

event  without  the  necessary  historical

distance .  The  ways  in  which  museums

display  war  i tems  and  memories ,  the

mise-en-scène ,  and  the  objectives  of

this  policies  of  memory  are  one  aspect

of  the  long-term  persistence  of  the

war  culture  beyond  the  end  of  the

confl ict .  Victorious  states ,  successor

states ,  communities  located  at  the

border  of  empires  that  have

disappeared  from  the  map  of  Europe

faced  this  challenge  differently .

The  workshop ,  organized  in  Rovereto

by  the  Centre  de  recherche  of  the

Historial  de  la  Grande  Guerre  in

Péronne  and  the  Museo  Storico

Ital iano  della  Guerra  focus  on  this

issue .
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